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opment; this, however, not as inquisitors, but with hearty and humble sympathy. "Keflect," let us say to him, "on the first beginning of your doubts. From what region did they come? Is not, perhaps, your present creed merely the theology of the natural heart? And can you' say that this unbelief has been a real blessing for your inner life? Does its increase denote a true moral progress, moderation in happiness, comfort and support in misfortune? Oh, give a true and upright account of all this, not to me, but to yourself and God t"
Later on we should show in how faide a manner the doubter usually examines the Divine origin and the truth of the Christian faith. As a rule, he makes the convenient demand first to be convinced by scientifically exact arguments of the truth of Christian revelation before he will accept it. He will first knoio, and then "believe. ' But this way can not bring him to his goal. We must show the fundamental error of this demand, which consists in a confusion between the region of morals and religion and that of mathematical science. Spiritual truths should not and can not be mathematically demgnstrated. First they must be apprehended by the heart and conscience, and they will then prove themselves to the understanding as divinely-true and necessary. Were faith a mere matter of demonstration it would cease to be faith, i <?., a moral